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2138 Bristo! PL.
Carson City, NV 89703
Sept. 5, 2001

Mr. Lake H. Barett, Acting Director ReCEIVED
Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management SEP 1
U.S. Department of Energy 4200

Washington, D.C. 20585
Dear Mr. Barrett:

Thank you for your letter of Aug. 28 inviting me to comment on DOE’s plan to establish
a permanent nuclear waste repository at Yucca Mountain in southern Nevada. Although it
is apparent to me and many other Nevadans that this decision has already been made, we
nevertheless appreciate this opportunity to register our objections to your highly toxic
plan for our small, sparsely populated state. As a retired U.S. Foreign Service officer, I'm
well aware of how federal studies are all too frequently conducted. First, you drafi the
conclusions, and then you collect data to support the predetermined conclusions. Simple!

Once Congress passed the “Screw Nevada” bill in 1987, the nuclear dump was destined
for Yucca Mountain, no matter what the state of Nevada did or said about it. Our only
hope at this late date is that we can deny you the water you need in order to operate the
dump, or that Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV), Tom Daschle’s chief deputy in the Senate, can
find a way to derail your rush to judgment. Referring to your call for public comment,
Reid spoke for me yesterday when he said, "The books have been cooked. This (your
premature public hearing) doesn’t pass the smell test.” It sure doesn’t!

1 have expressed my opinton on the Yucca Mountain project in two columns published by
our local daily, the “Nevada Appeal,” which I enclose. My comments are political rather
than scientific because this is a political issue, as you well know. Thus, you and 1 know

" that your speculation about whether the President will accept Secretary Abraham’s

“positive recommendation” (What else could it be?) later this year is pure window
dressing. In any case, thanks for including my “Appeal” columns in the public record.
Sipgerely,
E e e

uyf W. Farmer

» Enclosures: two columns
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